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Ou te faatalofa atu i le paia maualuga o si o tatou atunuu. O paia faale
malo, paia faale ekalesia, ma paia faaleatunuu, ua taoto lava i
matagofie, ma o sa e lé avea, e lé popo foi i sa matou faamatalaga.
Faamalo le folau manuia i faiva o lenei masina fou. Ia viia le Atua i lana
tausiga i lo outou soifua ma so matou ola.

O loo faagasolo pea tatou tapenaga mo le talimalo ai o Samoa i le
fonotaga a Taitai o Malo o le Taupulega o le a usuia i le Aso 21-26
Oketopa o le tausaga nei. O se tauaofiaga tele, ma o se taimi muamua
lenei ua talimalo ai se atunuu itiiti o le Pasefika i le Fonotaga lenei.

O Aukuso ile 1970 na ofi atu ai Samoa i le Faalapotopotoga o Malo o le
Taupulega. O le taimi nei e 56 atunuu o loo iai nei i le Faalapotopotoga
e aofia ai Malo mai le atu Aferika, Asia, Keripeane, Europa ma le
Pasefika.

I lenei mau tausaga, o loo tumau pea le uunaia e le li'o o Malo o le
Taupulega e aofia ai ma Samoa, mataupu tau i le atinae, pulega
faatemokalasi, faatauaina o aia tatau, matimatiina o mataupu tau i le
saolotoga, o le filemu ma vaega ogaoga ua aafia ai atunuu e pei o suiga
o le tau.

I le talimalo ai o Samoa i le fonotaga i lenei tausaga, ua filifilia ai le Autu
‘One Resilient Common Future: Transforming our Common Wealth’
Oloo faatauaina le tasi o le faamoemoe mo se lumanai e gafatia ma
faaauauina e ui ile tele o faafitauli ile vaavaai lea ini auala e aupito sili
ona lelei e Iloilo ai le fetalai ma le toe fuafuaina faaiuga mai le tofusao
uma ole toatale o tagata i ai.

Ole faamamafaina ole ola gafatia ma le faaauauna ose auala lea e aofai
uma iai tulaga e maua ai le maopoopoga o aia tatau a tagata, ole
fesoasoanii I auala e manaomia ai e nisi tagata le fia maua se
fesoasoani, ole toafilemu faapea le saogalemu. Tatou te talitonu ile saili
fofo i totonu lava o lo tatou atunuu. Tatou te faatauaina o faigatonu

faifaatasi poo le uunaia oni tulaga ua ave iai le faataua faaitulagi. E
taua tele ia manatu ile tatou itulagi ole Pasefika ona ole aupito aafia o
tatou i fesuiaiga ole tau ae maise ai ole faaaogaina ole ogasami ole



Pasefika oloo tatou nonofo ai ele lalolagi, e aunoa ma le vaavaai pe
faapea ona faaaauina ia oa taua ma pulega le lelei.

O se avanoa taua lenei mo si o tatou atunuu, e fai sao ai i mataupu
tupito o lenei fonotele atoa ai ma tonu fai o le a soalaupuleina.

O loo ua faailoa mai le auai uma o atunuu e 56 o le li'o o Malo o le
Taupulega i le fonotaga. E toatolu Tupu ua fuafua e auai mai. E aofia
lana Maiesetete le Tupu o Peretania, o le Tupu o Brunei, ma le Tupu o
Eswatini, o se tasi o Malo o Aferika. Ae 34 Faauluuluga o Malo o le a
auai mai.

O tapenaga a le tatou Malo, o loo faatino ma faafoe e le Komiti tele o
Tapenaga po o le National Task Force. E 12 Komiti Galue o loo iai, ma
o loo gafa ma matafaioi mo vaega uma tau i nofoaga mo le fono, apitaga,
taavale ma auala o femalagaiga mo le fono, puipuiga ma le saogalemu,
fesootaiga ma faalauiloa, resitalaina o le au fono, taumafa, mataupu
togia mo le fono atoa ai ma polokalame faapitoa o le a faatino ai i le
vaiaso ua atofa mo le fonotaga.

O a tatou tapenaga o loo vaavaalua faatasi ma le Ofisa Faafailautusi o
Malo o le Taupulega i Lonatona atoa ai ma le tatou Vaega Tumaoti ma
Pisinisi. Ma e le o itiiti foi le sao taua o le Pulega Mamalu a Alii ma
Faipule, o Saoao ma Augafaapae, o Faletua ma Tausi, aemaise le malosi
o Nu’u i le lagolagoina o lenei faamoemoe.

E amatalia le fono i le Aso 21-26 Oketopa ma ua atofa ai le Vaega o le
talafatai o Apia e afua mai i le Maota Fono o le Palemene ma le Maota
Faamasino o Samoa i Mulinuu seia oo atu i le Faletalimalo o le
Taumeasina i Moata’a e avea ma nofoaga e tapuvae tasi i ai lenei
tauaofiaga.

O le aotelega o le polokalame, e iai le fono e talanoaina ai tulaga tau i
aia tatau i le Aso 18-19 Oketopa, soso’o ai ma le fonotaga mo Tupulaga
Talavou i le Aso 21 Oketopa, o le Fonotaga a Tamaitai, Fonotaga mo
tagata o Malo o le Taupulega, ma le Fonotaga mo Pisinisi. Ona sosoo ai
lea ma le tatalaina o le Fono tele i le Aso 25 Oketopa. O le togalauapiga
a Taitai e faatino i le Aso 26 atoa ai ma le Fono a Minisita o le Vai-i-
Fafo.

Ua fuafua e 37 polokalame faapitoa o le a faatino i le vaiaso o le fonotaga
(special events) ma o le a faatino uma i le Maota Faamasino i Mulinuu.

Ua faamautu le 2000 o potu o faletalimalo ma maota taitoatasi ua
filifilia, atoa ai ma le 1000 o potu ua tapenaina i le vaa meli tele o le a
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taula i le Uafu i Matautu e api ai usugafono ua lesitala ma ua mautinoa
le malaga mai.

O isi vaega taua e pei o le puipuiga ma le saogalemu o loo ua faatulaga
lelei e pei ona taimua ai le Matagaluega o Leoleo ma Matagaluega o loo
gafa ma o tatou tuaoi faavaomalo. O le a galulue faatasi foi ma a tatou
paaga masani e pei o Ausetalia ma Niusila, ma isi atunuu o le Pasefika
ua ofo mai le latou fesoasoani. E faapea foi i le Malo o Peretania.

E faapea foi i tulaga i auala ua fuafua e femalagai ai Taitai o Malo ma o
latou usufono, o loo galulue ai le Komiti o loo gafa ma ia vaega.

O le polokalame fa’apitoa mo le Tupu o Peletania o le a fa’amautuina i
se taimi lata mai.

Samoa e, e maeu la outou lagolago i lo tatou faamoemoe. I le matau atu
i afioaga ma alalafaga i le itu i sisifo i le malaga mai i le malae vaalele,
o loo punoua’i ai Pulega mamalu a Alii ma Faipule atoa ai ma Tina ma
Tamaitai, o vaaiga matagofie i teuga o aai ma faoa aai, o se faatupu
malosi, ma o loo atagia ai lo tatou lotonuu ma la tatou talimalo e iloa ai
si o tatou atunuu. Faafetai tele le galulue, faamalo le tofa.

O le tatalo ma le agaga maulalo, ia alofagia lo tatou faamoemoe. la mapo
pea lo tatou galulue soosootauau, ma ia tatou fai tatalo pea, ia ‘au le
Atua ma i tatou. E 1€ fou le tali malo a Samoa - i lana tu ma lana aga i
uiga tausili o le laufofoga fiafia, le fa’aaloalo, le alofa ma le agalelei. O
isi vaega uma o le tapenaga i lona faalauteleina o le a feagai ma
Taitaifono o Komiti Galue mo le faailoaina i le atunuu. la manuia lau
tapuaiga Samoa.

[a manuia la’asaga o totoe o lenei aso. Soifua.

It is not very often that we gather to speak about the
Commonwealth, but this year, we are bringing the Commonwealth to
Samoa, and to our Blue Pacific continent. It is fitting therefore that we
pay tribute to the Commonwealth of Nations, an important organisation
that Samoa joined in August 1970, of which nine (9) of our Pacific
Islands Forum members are members of.

Commonwealth Day is celebrated on 11 March every year,
commemorating this year the 75th anniversary of its journey and
growth as a unique family of independent countries from Africa, Asia,
Caribbean and the Americas, Europe and the Pacific. With its diverse
membership, the Commonwealth comprises the world’s largest to the
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smallest, and low- and high-income countries. Of the 56 members of
the Commonwealth, 33 of the world’s 42 small states are members.
Samoa and seven other Forum Island countries fall into this grouping
of small states, comprising a mix of Small Island Developing States
(SIDS) and Least Developed Countries (LDCs).

Since independence, Samoa has gradually joined many multilateral and
regional organisations to bolster our political and development relations
that have helped realise our development aspirations. Equally
important, however, are the roles and functions that political
institutions like the Commonwealth and the Pacific Islands Forum play
in our development. These organisations, bring together the political
leaderships of our countries to consider these very issues. For many of
us, the Commonwealth has been a constant in our lives, seeking to
promote and advance our shared goals of development, democracy,
human rights, freedom, peace and the interests of vulnerable states for
and on behalf of 2.5 billion of our citizens, in particular our youth,
women and children, anchored in solidarity, and the values and
principles expressed in the Commonwealth Charter.

The Commonwealth is vital global partner for advocacy and support,
particularly for small and vulnerable countries like Samoa. Collectively,
we have an opportunity to respond and to make a difference.

Our theme for the Samoa CHOGM 2024 is One Resilient Common
Future: Transforming our Common Wealth.

Our focus is on resilience, as a unifying approach that transcends the
humanitarian, development, human rights, and peace and security
pillars. The theme we have chosen will allow us to look at all the key
pillars of the Commonwealth through a resilience lens. We strongly
believe that we should focus on solutions and accelerated action. We
speak from the collective experience of the Blue Pacific Continent, where
our Pacific Islands Forum Leaders have declared climate change as the
single greatest threat to the security and well-being of our people; where
the ocean makes up 96 per cent of our Blue Pacific region; and where
we are amongst the first to most immediately suffer the impacts of
climate change.

This is not the first time that the Pacific has hosted a CHOGM, but it is
the first time that a Pacific Island country like Samoa will host a
CHOGM. Australia hosted CHOGMs in 1981, 2022, and 2011. New
Zealand hosted in 1995. Vanuatu was scheduled to host the CHOGM in
2017 but rescinded its offer to host after Cyclone Pam devastated the
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country’s infrastructure in March 2015. These are the realities of our
countries and it is why the Commonwealth Aiga is important to us.

As host and incoming Chair of the Commonwealth, Samoa has an
important opportunity to bring a unique perspective to the table and to
contribute and influence discussions on all aspects of political and
socio-economic development.

Consistent with the spirit of our Commonwealth Aiga, and guided by
the Fa’asamoa, my government and [ and people of Samoa eagerly
anticipate welcoming the Commonwealth family to our island home and
to our Blue Pacific Continent. We are working hand-in-hand with the
Commonwealth Secretariat with the invaluable support of our partners
and the Commonwealth Family, to ensure a successful, productive and
unique event, and to the further strengthening of the spirit of
Commonwealth cooperation.

Representation

To date all 56 members countries have indicated their attendance and
representation at CHOGM 2024 through 34 Heads of State/Government
including 3 monarchs from the United Kingdom (Head of the
Commonwealth) Brunei Darussalam and Eswatini; the rest by ministers
of state.

Status of Samoa’s preparations:

Samoa’s preparations have been organised under the umbrella of the
Samoa National Task Force chaired by the Prime Minister. There are 12
subcommittees which are cochaired by the relevant Chief Executive
Officers of Government ministries and SOEs under the coordination of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Adopt a country programme:

The Samoa Tourism Authority has begun not only a beautification
program throughout the country but has also invited villages from the
airport to the perimeters of the meeting venues to adopt a country as a
public relations welcome gesture to all our guests coming to Samoa for
CHOGM 24.

Venues

The Conference Peninsula extends from the Parliament Buildings at
Tiafau along the coastline towards the east through Apia, Matautu port
where the Cruise liner will berth to provide additional accommodation
and terminating at the Taumeasina Island Resort. All the selected
venues have been upgraded and refurbished.
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The venue for the official opening is the Tuanaimato Multipurpose
Centre.
The meeting program generally is as follows:

e 18-19 October - Pre CHOGM - Commonwealth Forum for National
Human Rights Institutions — Sheraton Aggies Hotel

e 21-22 October — Commonwealth Youth Forum — EFKS Youth Hall

e 21-22 October- Commonwealth Women’s Forum - TATTE
Convention Centre

e 21-22 October - Commonwealth People’s Forum - TANOA Hotel

e 22-24 October — Commonwealth Business Forum — Sheraton Aggies
Hotel

e 25 October — Conference Opening at Tuanaimato Multipurpose
Centre/Leaders’ Executive sessions — Parliament House

e 26 October - Leaders Retreat — Sheraton Resort Mulifanua

e 25-26 October - Foreign Ministers meetings -Taumeasina Island
Resort

37 side events will be staged at the Ministry of Justice Courts complex

Accommodation:

Land based accommodation is in accredited hotels/motels, private
homes and cater from about 2000 rooms.

Sea based accommodation is on the cruise liner MV Explorer and
provides about 1000 rooms

The online portal for registration and accommodation went live on 27
April.

Transportation

Vehicles will be provided for all delegations to transport all delegates
from the airport to places of accommodation and return on departure,
transport to meeting venues, all events and functions. Government and
the private sector are working in partnership to ensure that all
transportation needs are met. The close locations of meeting venues will
also be encouragement to delegates to walk from venue to venue.

Selected road networks are under upgrading through the Land
Transport Authority.

With anticipation of a number of countries that will travel to Samoa
using private aircrafts, a contract has been selected to provide
assistance in slot management planning and ensuring that flight
schedules are efficiently planned and that there is available parking
spaces at the airport.

Consideration also is given to sufficient fuel and aviation fuel supplies
to meet the additional needs of CHOGM
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Accreditation:
All delegates from outside and those participating in Samoa must
register online to enable access to meeting venues and events.

Security

The Government of Samoa has agreed to a security arrangement
working in collaboration with the Governments of the UK, Australia and
New Zealand for security defence given the presence of High Level
Guests albeit ensuring that the security/defence footprint is kept light.
In this regard also Samoa acknowledges the cooperation of our 7 Pacific
neighbours to provide members of their respective police forces,
capacity building and appropriate equipment and tools to assist the
Samoa Police Force. Donated security equipment are now operational
at the airport, port and eventually meeting venues and hotels.

Special events:

Forty special events other than the meetings proper will be hosted
during CHOGM week and include side events related to the theme of
the conference and organised between accredited Commonwealth
organisations and local partners, the Samoa agricultural show,
photographic exhibitions and musical performances. Some of these
evets are open to the public and will be held at venues outside the formal
designated venues.

Protocol

The Public Service is looked at as the main source for people to provide
liaison services, drivers for the transport fleet, accessory services for the
police and fire and emergency services and up keep of meeting venues
throughout the CHOGM week. All are required to take part in the
relevant capacity building training for the remaining weeks before
CHOGM

Media and Communications

Over 149 media services have registered for coverage of CHOGM.
Contracts have been let for additional internet services throughout
CHOGM week at all venues. This first press conference is the beginning
of the awareness program under the guidance of the Media
subcommittee. Branding work through billboards, banners are already
in public display in the lead up to CHOGM week.

Royal Visit:

A separate but related program for the visit of Their Majesties is near
finalisation.
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Other related information on each of the meeting’s components will be
communicated through the chairpersons of the subcommittees.
I wish you all a good day. Soifua.

>>> End <<<
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